
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Unit 3:  Informational Reading and Persuasive Text 
 
Unit Designers: Marcia Bickford,  Maxine Shane 
 
Level(s): Fourth Grade 

 
Time Span: 8 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
This unit will focus on informational reading and persuasive writing.  Students will learn a 
variety of strategies (connect, predict, question, visualize, infer, determine importance, and 
synthesize) to support comprehension.  Students establish a clear position on a person or idea and 
support their position with relevant factual evidence.  Students will read and respond to think 
critically as they gather information to distinguish facts from non-facts.  Writers will be 
highlighting the trait of word choice along with ideas, organization, and voice.  Conventions will 
continue to be taught throughout the unit and the rest of the year. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
MLR 
Reading 
A.1 Interconnected Elements:  Students read and draw conclusions from texts, within a grade 
appropriate span of text complexity, by applying their knowledge and strategies of 
comprehension, vocabulary, alphabetic, and fluency. 
A.3 Informational Text:  Students read, paraphrase, and summarize informational texts, within 
a grade appropriate span of text complexity, for different purposes. 
A.4 Persuasive Texts:  Students read persuasive texts, within a grade appropriate span of text 
complexity, to analyze the persuasive writing. 
 
Common Core Reading Standards 
RF.4.3:  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.  

a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 
context and out of context. 

RF.4.4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.  
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.  
b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression.  
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as 

necessary.  
RI.4.1:  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 
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RI.4.2:  Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 
RI.4.3:  Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
RI.4.4:  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 4 topics or subject area. 
RI.4.7:  Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
RI.4.8:  Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 
RI.4.10:  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social 
studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 
MLR 
Writing 
B.1 Interconnected Elements:  Students use a writing process with an emphasis on the 
development of a central idea, for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
B.3 Argument/Analysis Expository:  Students write to identify and explain a position to an 
identified audience. 
B.4 Persuasive Expository:  Students write to persuade a targeted audience. 
 
Common Core Writing Standards 
W.4.1:  Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information.  

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in 
which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.  

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.  
c. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 

addition).  
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

W.4.4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
W.4.5:  With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
W.4.6:  With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 
W.4.10:  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
MLR 
Language 
D.1 Grammar and Usage:  Students use the parts of speech, and vary sentence structure to 
communicate. 
D.2. Mechanics:  Students apply the rules of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling to 
communicate 

Revised 8.10.2010  Page 2 of 6  

 



Common Core Language Standards 
L.4.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

a. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb 
tenses. 

b. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red 
bag rather than a red small bag). 

L.4.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 
L.4.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening.  

a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. 
b. Choose punctuation for effect. 
c. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and 

situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion). 
L.4.4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase.  

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).  

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key 
words and phrases. 

L.4.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., 
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, 
and endangered when discussing animal preservation). 
 
MLR 
Speaking and Listening 
E.1 Listening:  Students apply active listening skills.  
E.2 Speaking:  Students use active speaking skills to communicate effectively in a variety of 
contexts.  
 
Common Core Speaking and Listening Standards 
SL.4.2:  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
SL.4.3:  Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 

Knowledge: 
 How to ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answer    
 Differentiate between fact and opinion 
 Know previous grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.   
 Knowledge of language when writing, reading, speaking or listening 
 Parts of speech (nouns and verbs) 
 Past verb tenses 
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 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 
the text as the basis for the answer.     

 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support 
the main idea.   

  Describe the relationship between  a series of events         
 Use text features and search tools. 
 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 
 Provide a concluding statement. 
 Capitalization rules 
 Spelling patterns and generalizations 
Skills: 
 Constructed response using individual leveled text and/or released testing items  
 Increase fluency rates while reading informational texts.  
 Identify key facts from informational text and explain how they support the main idea. 
 Use a variety of strategies to support comprehension of text(s) (connect, predict, 

question, visualize, infer, determining importance, and synthesis).  
 Reflect and make appropriate judgments about what has been read. 
 Use syllable types, word parts, word families, prefixes and suffixes to support vocabulary 

acquisition. 
 Participate appropriately in discussions. 
 Use active listening skills and appropriate speaking skills. 
 Develop ideas and improve conventions; learn basic organization, word choice skills, and 

sentence fluency. 
 Learn to recognize and use informational text features. 
 Determine the meaning of words and phrase as they are used. 
 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of the text 
 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English. 
 Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
 Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding 

suffixes to base words. 
 Use spelling patterns and generalizations in writing words. 
 Use linking words and phrases to connect opinion and reason. 
 Consult reference materials. 

 
Enduring Understandings: 

 Facts should be supported by evidence when persuading. 
 Personal experience influences your opinion. 
 Persuasion is used for different purposes. 
 Informational texts have a different purpose from everyday reading. 

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 

 How do effective writers persuade their audience? 
 How do you distinguish between fact, opinion, and non-fact? 
 What is the purpose of Informational texts? 
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Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
Knowledge: 
 How to use informational text and features 
 Facts and opinions are supported with details 
 Knowledge of writing process 
 Know grade level phonics and word analysis skills. 
 Knowledge of language when reading, writing and speaking 
 Persuasive writing has a purpose 
Skills: 
 Identify relevant details. 
 Write a persuasive piece focused on a central idea. 
 Recognize and use informational text features. 
 Write a constructive response.  
 Increase fluency rates while reading informational texts. 
 Identify key facts from informational texts. 
 Use a variety of strategies to support comprehension. 
 Use the traits of voice, organization, and ideas correctly. 
 Use grade level appropriate conventions (spelling, punctuation, capitalization). 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings? 

 Publish a persuasive piece of writing focused on a central idea.  
 Identify an informational text and its features. 
 Read an informational text and demonstrate understandings through short answer and 

constructed response. 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  

 Look in magazines and pull out ads that persuade. 
 Writers Express:  A Handbook for Young Writers, Thinkers, and Learners p. 81, 94-99, 
 164-165, 170, 180, 344  
 Writers Express Teacher Resource Book 
 Ads (in bookroom, level Q) 
 Persuasive resources include editorials, brochures, selected passages and other media.  
 With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing 

as needed by revising and editing. 
 Instructional/interactive read-alouds  
 Appropriately leveled independent reading texts 
 Shared Reading 
 Guided Reading 
 Shared Writing 
 Writing mini-lessons 
 Writing Conferences 
 NECAP released items 
 Reading responses will include constructed response, discussion, or story maps 
 Students incorporate word choice. 
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 Students use everyday language to create vivid pictures in the mind of the reader; active 
 verbs, and precise nouns help to inform and persuade their audience, including their 
 peers.   
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 Students’ writing products may include book review, newspaper editorial, or another 
 persuasive piece.  
 The Trait of Conventions – the rules of language- (spelling, grammar, usage, punctuation, 
 capitalization and paragraphing) will be taught and assessed throughout this unit and the 
 year.  

 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 

 Student reading levels will be adjusted as needed. 
 Writing conferences will further individual writing skills. 
 Different versions of the informational text will be available 
 Write persuasive pieces to “real life” people and attempt to attain a response. 
 PowerPoint presentations 

 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  

 Videos or oral recordings of informational text may be used 
 Research Informational texts on line 
 PowerPoint presentations 
 Word Processing  

 
Instructional Resources: 

 Maine State testing released items at www.maine.gov/education/  
 Informational text found in Book Room 
 Word Study Lessons Grade 3, Fountas & Pinnell  
 Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3-6, Fountas & Pinnell 
 Units of Study for Primary Writing: Nonfiction Writing: Procedures and Reports, Lucy 

Calkins 
 Units of Study for Teaching Writing Grades 3-5: Launching the Writing Workshop, 

Breathing Life into Essays, Literary Essays: Writing About Reading, Lucy Calkins 
 Individual student RIT scores from NWEA testing are used to plan instruction.  Find 

DesCartes at www.reports.nwea.org/login on the left margin under data tools. 
 NECAP released items  

 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
 

Persuasive Writing Piece 
Skills Assessment of Reading, Informational Article: “Volcanoes Mountains of Fire” 
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